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slon. The question which is the most valuable
is a matter of the interpretation of the word,
and may be left to dialecticians to decide. Each
in his own sphere is unrivalled. From the point
of view which the present work pre-supposes,
Bernier and Manucci must contest the palm.
If they are judged by their skill in arranging
their facts and in synthetising them into a com-
plete and well-balanced picture, Manucci is,
not worthy to be mentioned in the same breath1
with Bernier; but considered merely as a store-
house of observed political and social informa-
tion, the Venetian's bookis perhaps destined to be
of more ultimate value to the historian of India